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Abstract

Title: The Position of Memory and Recalling Process in Medicine of The Islamic Era

Introduction: Memory, recollection, and forgetfulness are subjects that received significant
attention in Islamic medical texts. These works not only explore the function of memory but also
examine the internal senses and psychic faculties, of which memory is a fundamental component.
These discussions include an analysis of memory’s role within the brain and its relationship with
other faculties and senses. Many Islamic medical texts, particularly in the field of pathology,
meticulously investigate the causes of forgetfulness and categorize its various types. A review of
these texts suggests that Islamic-era physicians and scholars, by engaging with the ideas of their

predecessors, developed new theories regarding memory and its associated processes.

Findings: The examination of internal cognitive faculties in Islamic medical texts reveals that this
concept has long been a subject of interest among scholars and physicians, undergoing significant
transformations over time. Before Avicenna, thinkers such as ‘Ali ibn Rabban al-Tabari, ‘Ali ibn
al-°Abbas al-Majusi, al-Zahrawi, and Abt Sahl al-Masihi had addressed cognitive faculties.
However, Avicenna introduced a precise and systematic classification, offering a comprehensive
framework for understanding internal cognitive faculties. His approach had a profound influence

on subsequent physicians and philosophers.

Discussion and Conclusion: The study and analysis of these texts illustrate how discussions on
memory and cognition were influenced by earlier philosophical theories and how they evolved
within the medical tradition. Furthermore, Islamic physicians and scholars consistently sought to
integrate philosophical doctrines with empirical observations to achieve a deeper understanding of
mental and neural functions. This theoretical development ultimately contributed to a more precise

and comprehensive conceptualization of internal cognitive faculties.

Keywords: Brain, Psychic Faculties, Internal Cognitive Faculties, Common Sense, Imagination,

Estimation, Memory, Intellect, Mind, Ventricles of the Brain



